
  

 

After this work was finished (the book, True Christianity), the Lord called together His 12 disciples who 

followed Him in the world and sent them forth into the whole spiritual world to preach the Gospel that 

the Lord God Jesus Christ reigns, whose kingdom shall be for ever and ever. This took place on the 19th 

day of June in the year 1770.                    
            EMANUEL SWEDENBORG 

Greetings and best wishes to all our readers for a blessed Christmas season 

and a happy new year. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

“For unto us a child is born, unto us a Son is given; and the government will 

be upon His shoulder. And His name will be called Wonderful, Counsellor, 

Mighty God, Everlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isaiah 9:6). 
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Joy to the World! 
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Laid in a Manger 
John Sutton 

I recall visiting a 

stable housing several 

retired police horses. 

Now there are 

horses and horses, 

these were huge. 

Being so close made 

me aware of their 

raw power. But they 

were also gentle as 

they moved about 

their stalls, to put 

their heads over the 

half-door, chewing 

their hay and 

snickering as I passed by. 

 

Riding one, you would be king of the castle with 

all that power under your control. After dogs 

and cats, horses are probably the most common 

companion animals for us. 

 

Such huge beasts contrast greatly with the fragile 

little baby born in their stable at Christmas. We 

are taught that it was no coincidence that the 

Lord was born in a stable. Every detail of His 

coming represents wonderful spiritual realities. 

 

The Baby-Innocence: 

 

All babies are innocent, but this one was 

innocence itself. Being innocent means being free 

of all evil, guile, and selfishness. It means loving 

others unconditionally. True innocence is wise 

and has an utter trust and confidence that good 

is being provided and it will conquer.  

 

When holding a baby we sense the sphere of 

innocent life. We experience its power when it 

smiles and shows its unconditional love and joy 

at seeing us. Every baby has this gift from God. It 

comes with their life from Him. It is above all 

race, culture or creed. It is spiritually as crucial 

for our spirit as is our mother’s colostrum milk 

for our body. 

 

We probably find it hard to imagine that you and 

I were like that once. We did not understand or 

choose this first innocence and it does not last. 

Inherited tendencies of selfishness and 

worldliness begin to exert their influences. 

The baby resting in 

the feeding trough of 

horses represents 

the way a new and 

eternal innocence 

can begin. This new 

innocence is born 

through us knowing 

and understanding its 

nature and origin and 

choosing to live by it. 

 

Although we lose our 

first innocence, 

during the rest of 

our life the Lord works to draw us back to 

experience its trust and joy again. This time we 

have to choose to make it ours by rejecting the 

evils of selfishness, accepting the Lord’s love, and 

obeying His commandments. 

 

Which brings us back to the horse: 

 

All animals in creation correspond to a human 

affection. Horses correspond to the powerful 

affection of understanding. Just as horses carry 

people on their journeys, so our understanding 

of life creates the spiritual journey we make. As 

we control a horse, so we use our 

understanding of life to decide what kind of 

person we wish to become.  

 

In moments of enthusiasm we let our 

imagination loose, like a horse being given its 

head. At other times, if we are depressed, our 

understanding gets stuck and we go round in 

circles. Watching people get into a heated 

argument is like seeing two mounted knights 

charging at each other with drawn lances. We 

are gifted with a powerful ability to reason. It 

can be used to deny or to seek the Lord’s ways 

of innocence and peace. 

 

The horses’ manger where Jesus lay represents 

the Word of God. This is what can feed us with 

truths and lead to a new understanding about life 

and its purpose—a life innocent of selfishness 

and worldliness—a life of inner peace and trust 

in the Lord’s love and care. May you find time to 

experience something of this during Christmas. 
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Good Tidings of Great Joy 

Excerpted from a sermon by Rev. Kurt H. Asplundh 

It was the night of Jesus’ birth. 

Mary brought forth her 

firstborn Son, wrapped Him in 

swaddling clothes and laid Him 

in a manger, because there was 

no room for them in the inn at 

Bethlehem. The shepherds in 

the nearby fields keeping 

watch over their sheep that 

night knew nothing about this 

birth until, suddenly, an angel 

stood before them and the 

glory of the Lord shone 

around them. What was this? 

What did this mean? The angel said: “Do not be afraid, 

for I bring good news, tidings of great joy… A Saviour is 

born, who is Christ the Lord.” Then, in celebration of 

this news, a multitude of the heavenly host suddenly 

joined the first angel, praising God and saying: “Glory to 

God in the highest, and on earth peace to men of good 

will!” (Luke 2:14). 

 

It was only after the angels had gone away from them 

into heaven that the shepherds were able to think and 

speak. “Let us go to Bethlehem and see this thing that 

has come to pass, which the Lord has made known to 

us.” So they came with haste and found Mary and 

Joseph, and the Babe lying in a manger. 

 

We do not know what understanding the shepherds had 

of this event. We know only that they went out and 

spread the word of the angel concerning this Child and 

later, returned, glorifying and praising God “for all the 

things they had heard and seen, as it was told them.” 

 

Certainly, prophets had long foretold the birth of the 

Christ, the Saviour of Israel. For centuries, the 

prophecies of the Lord’s birth had nourished the hopes 

of people and angels, keeping open a pathway to heaven, 

but now was the “fullness of times.” The long-awaited 

time had come. Mary, the virgin wife of Joseph, “brought 

forth her firstborn Son.” 

 

He was called Christ and a Saviour because He came 

into the world to save the human race and to reign over 

hell. The miracle of the advent is that God became Man 

and dwelt among us. As the prophet Isaiah said, “His 

name shall be called Immanuel” meaning “God with us.”  

 

Before His advent, the Lord’s power for good operated 

indirectly through the heavens. Because the heavens 

were not pure, angelic power was at length matched by 

the power of evil from the hells. 

By His advent He put on a 

Divine Human nature from 

which He could exercise power 

directly and by it overcome the 

hells.  

 

Each Christmas we celebrate 

this Divine work which the 

Lord has done. Let us also 

rejoice in the new knowledge 

and understanding of it, which 

He has revealed for all people 

in the Divinely inspired 

Writings of Swedenborg. For the truth is, “The Lord 

came into the world to remove hell from people… 

because at that time… a total damnation stood 

threatening at the door. This impending damnation 

Jehovah God removed by means of His Human,” we are 

told, “thus redeeming angels and mankind. From this it is 

clear that without the Lord’s coming, no one could have 

been saved” (True Christianity 121). 

 

The celebration of the Lord’s birth at Christmas stirs 

happy feelings. The peaceful manger scene where Jesus 

lay wrapped in swaddling clothes evokes a deep sense of 

wonder and security. The Lord’s work lay ahead of Him, 

but its promise was sure. 

 

“Without the Lord’s coming, no one could have been 

saved, the Writings teach. They go on to add these 

words: “It is the same today…” What is the same? 

When the Writings were given seventeen hundred and 

fifty some years after the first advent, the spiritual state 

of the world and of the heavens was in jeopardy again. A 

new uprising of the hells had infested the spiritual world. 

A new darkness had covered the earth so that the 

power of evil threatened to prevail once more over the 

power of good. And then the Lord came again into the 

world, revealing Himself in the spiritual sense of the 

Word through the God given truth of the Writings of 

Swedenborg. Swedenborg witnessed the angels 

announcing this news. Throughout the spiritual world 

they declared: “The Lord God Jesus Christ reigns, 

whose kingdom shall be for ever and ever” (True 

Christianity 791). 

 

These are the tidings of great joy in which we can 

rejoice today. “Let us now go to Bethlehem (to the 

spiritual sense of the Word) and see this thing that has 

come to pass, which the Lord has made known to 

us” (Luke 2:15). 
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The Birth of Jesus 
David Sonmor 

When Moses first approached the burning bush 

he was admonished by God, out of the midst of 

it, to take off his shoes because the place on 

which he was standing was holy ground. So also 

does the voice of God call on each of us to 

remove every base feeling and unworthy thought 

from our minds when we approach the subject 

of the miraculous birth of our Lord and Saviour, 

Jesus Christ; for here we, too, stand on holy 

ground. We can only begin to understand the 

virgin birth if our hearts and minds are open to 

the influence of love and truth, which are our 

highest instincts—our spirituality, the highest 

element of our humanity. 

 

The Christmas story is the story of the birth of a 

child—indeed a very special child who 

was born into our world for a 

very special purpose. The 

Gospel of Luke tells us that 

the child's mother, Mary, 

was told by an angel that 

she would, "conceive in 

her womb and bear a 

son" (Luke 1:31). Indeed 

the prophet Isaiah had 

predicted, over five hundred 

years earlier, that a virgin 

would conceive and bear a son 

who would be called Immanuel, Wonderful 

Counsellor, Mighty God, Everlasting Father, and 

Prince of Peace. In the Gospel of Matthew, 

Joseph, the man engaged to Mary, was told by an 

angel not to be concerned that Mary had 

conceived and was to have a son, and that he 

should marry her anyway, and be a father to the 

child. The angel also told Joseph that he should 

name the boy Jesus, because he would be a 

saviour of the people. 

 

If we believe he was all of these things—that is, 

Saviour, King, Messiah—then we are definitely 

looking into the realm of holiness, and our soul 

is being opened to the influence of the Lord our 

God. He came to live with ordinary people like 

you and me. He came to teach us how to live 

useful, productive, spiritual lives, which involves 

caring for our neighbours; and that this is the 

kind of life that will lead us to heaven and eternal 

life with Him. 

It is difficult for us, with our materialistic minds, 

to envision God, the Almighty Creator of all 

things, coming into the world as a tiny infant. 

We might wonder why He did not come as the 

mighty God with awesome wonders, and the 

power to dazzle us and bend us to His way. But 

can we imagine what it would have been like if 

God had come here in His full divine form? The 

earth could not begin to contain Him, and we 

humans, with our relatively small minds, could 

not begin to comprehend Him, let alone relate 

to Him. We would have been completely 

overwhelmed. Any influence He had on us 

would have compelled us to believe in Him, and 

thence the freedom that is such a vital part of 

love would not be present in our lives. 

 

We had to be reached at our level, not at His. 

So the Divine used a different way to reach us. 

He appealed to the basic instincts of love that all 

people are born with, and provided a natural 

way for us to relate to and express that love. He 

was born an infant child; a weak, vulnerable baby, 

needing lots of care and nurturing and 

protection just to survive. 

 

It is part of the human psyche to be able to love: 

to receive love and to give love. But as with 

most things, we need to develop this capacity in 

stages, beginning with the simple uncomplicated 

forms of loving, and then progressing to the 

more complex and involved forms. The love that 

infants have for their providers is the most basic 

form, as it is pure innocence. The love that 

nurturing parents have for their babies is a 

response to that innocence, and also is quite 

basic. By coming into the world as an infant, God 

gave us the opportunity to respond to Him in a 

manner we can always achieve, and that can be 

the beginning of our development as loving 

beings who are willing to receive and share the 

Lord's love at higher and higher levels. 

 

When the Lord was born in Bethlehem, the first 

people to become aware of his birth and to seek 

Him out were shepherds. How appropriate this 

was, as shepherds are people who devote their 

lives to caring for and tending their flocks of 

vulnerable, defenceless lambs and sheep. They 

could certainly understand and respond to the 

We might wonder 
why He did not 

come as the mighty 
God with awesome 
wonders, and the 

power to dazzle us 
and bend us to His 

way. 
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birth of this special baby, and 

would immediately wish to 

love and protect Him; they 

would respond to His birth in 

a very positive way. 

 

When the Lord first enters 

our life in a way that we are 

really conscious of, there are 

shepherds in our personality that immediately 

respond to this birth in us. These basic loving 

instincts tend to protect and nourish our early, 

innocent conceptions of the reality of God in us. 

That does not mean that the love of God 

immediately begins to grow in us; but it is 

protected until at some point we are ready to 

accept it and begin to cultivate its growth 

through inquiry and learning and practice. 

 

The Lord was born in the night when all was 

dark. He came into a world that was in a state of 

spiritual darkness and ignorance; a world that 

had lost touch with the inner, spiritual aspects of 

religion, and only paid heed to the external 

trappings of the laws and rituals of the 

scriptures. It was a world in which there were 

only a few humble shepherds who cared for the 

pure innocence of love; only a few to whom the 

angels of the Lord could draw near. 

 

He often comes to us when we are in darkened 

states, and then the first stirrings of the feeling 

that we are spiritual as well as natural are born 

in us. This is that first awareness that the Lord, 

who is spiritual, can dwell in us because we too 

are spiritual. We can then begin to believe that 

He really exists and lives in us. In His infant state 

we can respond to Him, and begin to experience 

and practise some small measure of spiritual 

love. 

 

It is a tradition for us to give gifts at Christmas 

time. The gifts are a token of our love for one 

another. The infant Jesus was God's way of 

giving mankind the gift of love. Let us praise God 

and thank Him for revealing Himself to us in 

Jesus, the child who brings love into our life 

every day of the year. 

 
 
 

 
 

The New Christian Church 
 

Christmas family service of readings and carols Sunday, 18 December 10 a.m. 

Bring a gift of non perishable Christmas fare for the Pakuranga Women’s Refuge 

 
Christmas Day “Christingle” Service 10 a.m. 

 
5 Ballarat Street, Ellerslie, Auckland. 

 
Ph: 09 579 6819 

 

All Welcome! 

Counselling/Therapy 

For individuals, couples, families 

 

David Keyworth 

Phone: 0220 395 277 

5 Ballarat Street, Ellerslie, Auckland. 

 

$60 per hour 
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An angel appeared to Joseph in a 

dream and told him to marry Mary 

even though she was expecting a 

child. He knew it wasn’t his child 

and was ready to “put her away 

secretly” but the angel told him that 

the child conceived in her was “of 

the Holy Spirit.” He was told, “she 

will bring forth a son, and you shall 

call His name Jesus, for He will save 

His people from their sins.” 

 

The Gospel of Matthew starts off with the 

genealogy of Jesus Christ, which starts with 

Abraham and ends with Joseph the husband of 

Mary. King David and King Solomon are part of this 

genealogy. It is no accident that Jesus was born into 

Joseph’s family. Because he was descended from 

King David, this brought Jesus into the line of the 

kings who ruled the people. This was to signify that 

He was a “king” but not an earthly king. He was to 

rule over our lives by being in control of the evil 

forces that would have engulfed us had He not 

come into the world. 

 

As a carpenter’s son, Jesus was of lowly birth, but 

that was so He could come into the world to meet 

us where we are and so that we can relate to Him 

as a human being. Being born in a lowly stable 

among the gentle animals (donkeys, cows, horses 

and sheep) conveys to us that He was of a gentle 

nature Himself.  

 

Born as a tiny baby, Jesus had to grow up as any 

other child, but with the difference that He came to 

realise through the angels with Him who He really 

was and that His soul was the Divine itself, whom 

He called His Father. 

 

Jesus grew to have a deep love for the human race 

and to feel a profound sorrow for the fallen state of 

the people at that time. He knew that His purpose 

was to fulfil the Scriptures and to be a saviour for 

all people. He allowed Himself to be attacked by 

the hells, as pictured by His temptation in the 

wilderness when Satan goaded Him (Matthew 4: 3-

11). However, He did not succumb to any 

temptation. In fact, He overcame the hells and put 

them back in their places so that mankind could be 

free again to choose goodness instead of evil and so 

be capable of being regenerated (or born again). 

This is a life long process the Lord takes us through 

in order to make us fit for the kingdom of heaven.  

The risen Lord is the King of heaven 

and the angels worship Him as their 

God. He appears to them in the sun 

of heaven but sometimes comes 

down to their level as an angel of 

light so that He may communicate 

directly with them on their level. 

Emanuel Swedenborg was told of 

this when he found himself among 

the angels during his spiritual 

sojourns into the other world. The 

Lord opened his spiritual eyes so 

that he could see into that world and converse with 

angels and spirits as well as journey throughout the 

spiritual universe. Many of Swedenborg’s accounts 

of his experiences are recorded in his writings.  

 

God comes to us when we are in states of darkness 

and need, for He is “the Light that shines in the 

darkness.” We all need to open up 

to receiving the Light within our 

minds and hearts and be ready 

to hear His voice speaking to 

us in our conscience. When 

we go to the Word or Bible, 

we are opening up the mind 

of God and can see His truth 

being given to us in a form 

that we can understand. For 

many of us, this is the literal text of 

the stories there. But, as we grow in love for the 

Lord and our neighbour, He is able to open up the 

Scriptures so that we can see there a deeper level 

of meaning. This level of meaning is how the angels 

understand the Word because they do not need to 

see earthly things anymore. They are given this 

deeper level of understanding because they are 

spiritual beings and the Lord enlightens them 

according to their level of love and affection for His 

truth and goodness. The Lord has revealed some of 

this meaning in the Writings of Swedenborg. 

 

Telling the story of Jesus’ birth to little children is 

one way of bringing the angels closer, since the 

angels with children give them a delight in hearing 

the story. This is because it comes straight from 

the Word and the angels perceive the deeper 

spiritual meaning attached to the story. So tell your 

children and grandchildren the true meaning of 

Christmas and the angels around them will rejoice 

again at the Lord’s coming into the world to save all 

people. We can rejoice also because the Lord is 

King of heaven and earth. 

The risen Lord is 
the King of 

heaven and the 
angels worship 

Him as their 
God. 

Heavenly King 
Jenny Keal 
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Mary, did you know 

That  your Baby Boy would one day walk on water? 
Mary, did you know 

That your Baby Boy would save our sons and daughters? 
Did you know 

That your Baby Boy has come to make you new? 
This Child that you delivered will soon deliver you. 

 
Mary, did you know 

That your Baby Boy will give sight to a blind man? 
Mary, did you know 

That your Baby Boy will calm the storm with His hand? 
Did you know 

That your Baby Boy has walked where angels trod? 
When you kiss your little Baby you kissed the face of God? 

 
The blind will see. The deaf will hear. 

The dead will live again. The lame will leap. 
The dumb will speak the praises of the Lamb. 

 
Mary, did you know 

That your Baby Boy is Lord of all creation? 
Mary, did you know 

That your Baby Boy would one day rule the nations? 
Did you know 

That your Baby Boy is heaven’s perfect Lamb? 
The sleeping Child you’re holding is the Great I Am. 

 
 

(Lyrics : Mark Lowry, Melody: Buddy Greene) 

Mary, Did You Know?Mary, Did You Know?  
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